
- 1 - 

 
 
1.  Meeting: The Licensing Committee  
2.  Date: 7 November 2007  
3.  Title: Licensing Statement of Policy – Licensing Act 2003  

4.  Programme Area: Neighbourhood and Adult Services  
 

 
 
5. Summary 

This report sets out the refreshed Licensing Statement of Policy in line with the 3 
yearly statutory requirement within Section 5 (1) of the Licensing Act 2003.  

 
 
6. Recommendations 
 

THAT MEMBERS; 
 

• RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REVISED LICENSING POLICY  
 

ROTHERHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL – REPORT TO MEMBERS 
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7. Proposals and Details 

The Licensing Statement of Policy aims to provide guidance to all interested parties 
on the Councils approach to licensing within Rotherham. It sets out what 
considerations will be taken into account when the Council delivers its statutory 
licensing function.  
 
The Policy came into force on 22nd December, 2004 following approval by full 
Council. Section 5 (1) of the Licensing Act 2003 requires the policy to be reviewed 
every three years in order that amendments or additions can be made. This report 
sets out: 
 

- the process for the review of the policy 
- the consultation undertaken and responses 
- the process for approval of the revisions 

 
Process for review of the policy 
The initial three year period for the policy being in place began on the 7th January 
2005, this date was prescribed by the Secretary of State. When reviewing its policy 
the Licensing Authority must go through the same process as it did when consulting 
on its original policy. Section 5 (3) of the 2003 Act sets out who the Licensing 
Authority must consult before determining its policy and the consultation process 
was delivered in line with these requirements 
 
The consultation undertaken  
The consultation process lasted 3 months in line with the Cabinet Office, Code of 
Practice, commencing on 1st July and ending on 30th September. Over 1000 copies 
of the consultation pack were distributed to: 
 

• Premises licence holders 
• Club premises certificate holders 
• Personal licence holders 
• Responsible authorities 
• Elected members 
• Parish Councils 
• South Yorkshire Police  
• South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service  
• Rotherham Chamber of Commerce 
• The Law Society 
• LACORS – Local Authority Co-ordinators Regulatory Service 
• Environment Agency 
• H M Revenue and Customs 
• Rotherham Ethnic Minority Alliance 

 
As part of the consultation process the policy was also presented to the 
Neighbourhoods learning from customer’s forum.  
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Fourteen responses were provided to the consultation with six of these returns 
making no comments other than supporting the existing policy. Relevant changes 
have been made to the policy where comments have been made and a table 
summarising these revisions to the policy is attached to this report as document ‘A’. 
Additionally meetings have been held with South Yorkshire Police and the Primary 
Care Trust to ensure changes made were in line with the expectation of the key 
respondents. The policy refresh has also been considered by the Safer Rotherham 
Partnership ‘Safety in the Night-time Economy’ Priority Group to enable comments 
from group members.   
 
In addition to the comments received through from consultation research has been 
undertaken to ensure revisions are in line with government guidance and best 
practice. The following documents formed part of this process: 
 

• Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) - guidance issued under 
section 182 the Licensing Act 2003 

• Rotherham Town Centre Crime Study – Holden McAllister – May 2007 
• Sheffield City Council – Licensing Statement of Policy and pool of standards 
• Essex County Council – Licensing Enforcement Protocol 
• Local Authority Co-ordinators of Regulatory Services – Best Practice 

Licensing Policy Framework 
• Rotherham Safeguarding Children Board – Safeguarding Children – 

Guidance for Good Practice  
 
The process for approval of revisions 
Responsibility for approving the revised policy lies with full Council following a 
recommendation of the Council’s Cabinet. It is proposed to report the policy as 
follows: 

• The Licensing Committee – 7th November 
• Cabinet - 14th November 
• Sustainable Communities Scrutiny Panel – 15th November 
• Council 6th December 

 
The Council is statutorily required to have completed this review process by 
January 2007 in line with the 3 yearly time-table for review of the policy. The revised 
policy will be reported to Council for approval. 

 
8. Finance 
 No new financial considerations arise for the Council from this report.    
 
9. Risks and Uncertainties 

The Licensing Statement of Policy aims to provide guidance to all interested parties 
on the Councils approach to licensing within Rotherham. Failure to have in place a 
sufficiently robust policy limits the Councils capacity to effectively deliver it licensing 
function.  
 
The policy sets out what considerations will be taken into account when the Council 
delivers its statutory licensing function. A policy that does not sufficiently reflect the 
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component key issues within an effective licensing regime weakens the Councils 
ability to effectively control and administer it statutory duties.  

 
10. Policy and Performance Agenda Implications 

An effective policy is an essential tool for the administration and enforcement of the 
statutory licensing function therefore it underpins delivery of the SAFE priority 
theme particularly with regard to reducing crime and the fear of crime within 
Rotherham.  
 
Furthermore the policy, by way of setting out the key considerations within the 
licensing of premises and individuals is an essential part of a vibrant and diverse 
economy supportive of the ACHIEVING priority theme and the cross cutting themes 
of FAIRNESS and SUSTAINABLE development.  
 

11. Background Papers and Consultation 
 
A 3 month consultation process has been undertaken with further details of this 
outlined in the ‘Proposals and Details’ section of the report.  The following 
background papers were considered as part of the review.  
 

 DCMS Guidance issued under s. 182 the Licensing Act 2003 
 Holden and McAllister - Town Centre Crime Study and Action Plan – May 2007 
 Essex County Council – Enforcement Protocol 
 Sheffield City Council – Licensing Codes of Practice 
 RMBC – Licensing Statement of Policy  

 Rotherham Safeguarding Children Board – Safeguarding Children – Guidance for 
Good Practice  

 
 

 
 


